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Statement on the Earthquake in Indonesia

May 27, 2006

On behalf of the American people, Laura
and I send our deepest sympathies to the
families and friends of those who lost their
lives in the devastating earthquake in Indo-
nesia. Our thoughts and prayers are with
the Indonesian people as they comfort all
those affected by this terrible disaster.

Through financial and material support,
the United States is assisting with recovery
efforts in coordination with Indonesian au-
thorities, and we stand prepared to provide
additional assistance as needed.

Remarks at a Memorial Day Ceremony in Arlington, Virginia

May 29, 2006

Thank you all. Laura and I are honored
to join you today. Thank you for coming.
Mr. Secretary, thank you for your kind
words. Members of my Cabinet, General
Pace, Members of Congress, members of
the United States military, veterans, hon-
ored guests, and the loved ones of the fall-
en: A few moments ago, I placed a wreath
at the Tomb of the Unknowns. I was hon-
ored to do so on behalf of the American
people, as a sign of our solemn gratitude
and our deep respect. The names of those
buried there are known only to God, yet
their souls have entered into the spirit of
America, and they will never be forgotten
by our Nation.

In this place where valor sleeps, we ac-
knowledge our responsibility as Americans
to preserve the memory of the fallen. On
this Memorial Day, we look out on quiet
hills and rows of white headstones and we
know that we are in the presence of great-
ness. The markers here record the names
of more than 296,000 men and women.
Each of the soldiers, sailors, airmen, and
marines buried here answered the call to
serve and stepped forward to protect the
nation they loved.

All who are buried here understood their
duty. They saw a dark shadow on the hori-
zon and went to meet it. They understood
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that tyranny must be met with resolve and
that liberty is always the achievement of
courage. Here, in the presence of veterans
they fought with and loved ones whose pic-
tures they carried, the fallen give silent wit-
ness to the price of our liberty, and our
Nation honors them this day and every day.

In this place where valor sleeps, we are
reminded why America has always gone to
war reluctantly—because we know the costs
of war. We have seen those costs in the
war on terror we fight today. These
grounds are the final resting place for more
than 270 men and women who have given
their lives in freedom’s cause since the at-
tacks of September the 11th, 2001. With
us here are veterans who fought alongside
them and who have come today to pay
their respects. They are joined by veterans
of World War II, Korea, Vietnam, and
other conflicts across the globe, whose
friends and comrades also lie in this sacred
ground. As we pray for their fallen friends,
we also remember those who went to war
and are still missing, and we are deter-
mined to account for them all.

In this place where valor sleeps, we find
strength in knowing that those serving free-
dom’s cause have acted with principle and
steadfast faith. Second Lieutenant Jack
Lundberg was killed 2 weeks after D-Day.
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